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New Electric Safety Video

NEF is excited to announce a new electric safety video. The animation tells the story of a  
squirrel’s deliberation about retrieving an acorn from the danger zone of downed power lines. 

DANGER

ZONE

bit.ly/electricsafetyvideo

Kelly, Program Curriculum

NEF's science guru brings  

the smarts to program 

materials and presentations.

Sto



Electric safety programs at the National Energy Foundation (NEF) cover safety 

outside and inside the home. Electrical safety is an important priority for 

everyone as the use of electricity in the average home continues to increase over 

time. Each year, there are thousands of �res and hundreds of deaths involving 

electrical systems and electronic devices. 

Electric Safety 
Education

Volter spends his time 

striking poses on NEF’s 

take-home materials 

and custom websites. 

He supports Energy Safe 

Kids as they teach family 

and friends how to be safe 

around electricity.  

Suzie, Fulfillment Ian, Business Development

 In the thick of it all, NEF’s 

zen puzzle master puts the 

pieces in place.

NEF's idea muse throws down newfangled outreach solutions for utility partners.

Stop, turn around and 

go the other way!



Teachers realize there is a gap that needs to be filled Teachers realize there is a gap that needs to be filled 

and their participation in Energy Safe Kids shows and their participation in Energy Safe Kids shows 

that schools are recognizing the importance of safety that schools are recognizing the importance of safety 

education. At the end of the day teachers care deeply education. At the end of the day teachers care deeply 

about the safety of their students and want to do what about the safety of their students and want to do what 

it takes to keep students and families safe.it takes to keep students and families safe.

An Educator’s experience with 
Electric Safety

“It is necessary, meets so many science 

standards, and the speakers connected how 

if kids are interested in this career and not 

college, they can still do certain relative jobs 

and what those would entail!”

 – Educator from Indiana

Sc
ience Standards

Safety Discussions

In School Presentations
Energy educators present 45 minutes of 

safety knowledge and activities, leaving behind 

student and teacher materials.

Teacher Directed Delivery
Material packets are distributed to teachers, 

allowing integration into lesson plans and unit 

topics.

“Parents do not always think to have safety 

discussions with their children and this 

(ESK program) opened the door for a lot of 

questions about electricity and safety.”

 – Educator from Michigan

of teachers 

are ready to 

participate in the 

program again.



Do not play 
with electric 

cords or the fuse box.

Never force a 
three-pronged 

plug into a 
two-pronged socket.

Use plug caps 
if you have small 
children in the house.

Keep electric 
appliances away 

from water.

Keep your pets 
from chewing on 
electric cords.

Never handle 
the frayed part of 

a cord. Replace an 
electric cord if
 it is frayed.

Stay away and do 
not touch downed 
power cables or 

fences that come 
in contact with a 

power line. 

Keep away from pad 
transformers.

Do not climb 
transmission towers.

Substations and 
transformers are 

dangerous. If anything 

goes in a transformer area, 

leave it there. 

Take shelter during 
a storm.

Do not overload a 
power strip or an 
extension cord.

Buy appliances 
that have the “UL” 

safety label.

If a �re starts, 
get out and away from 

the house then call 911.

Call an electrician if circuit 

breakers keep tripping; fuses 

keep blowing; you 

get a shock from an appliance 

or see sparks; the wall socket 

feels warm or is sparking; 

or there is a smell of burning 
rubber.

During a storm, close all 
doors and windows.

Keep electric tools 
away from water.

Stay away from 

power poles, especially 

during a storm.

Never swim or boat 
during a storm.

Keep curtains, 
toys and clothes 

away from portable 
space heaters.

Always match a 
light bulb to the 

suggested wa�age 
of a lamp.

Turn o� computers and 
electronics during 

a storm. 

Fly kites in open areas.

Keep out of 
trees that have 
power lines running through them. 

Call 811 before you 

dig to identify underground 

utility lines. 

Replace any electrical 

tool if it causes even small 

electrical shocks, overheats, 

shorts out or gives o� 

smoke or sparks.

Electricity is an awesome energy source when used 

wisely. Be a safety watcher. Make sure your home 

has a working smoke alarm and your family has an 

escape plan in case of a �re.

Stay away 
from power boxes 

and meters. 
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“We discussed the posters and 

shared stories. The students went 

home and looked for ways to make 

their home safer, and shared their 

new knowledge with their siblings 

and parents.” 

 – Educator from Michigan
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Electricity is the most common energy we use and we 

depend on it every day. It is convenient and supplies light and 

energy for our homes, schools, stores and industries.
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Classroom Activities
Teachers participating in Energy Safe Kids programs have access to 

21 electricity activities. “All Fired Up” is an exploration of the history of 

electricity in homes and the development of electrical safety codes. “Why 

Is It Shocking?” dives into the science of measuring circuit strength and the 

factors that create a shocking situation.

“Why Is It Shocking?”

bit.ly/WhyIsItShocking

“All Fired Up”  

bit.ly/AllFiredUpActivity

s
of teachers 
plan to use 
the printed 
materials and digital resources in their classrooms.

 Printed  
Materials
Brightly colored  

posters and booklets

Digital  
Curriculum
Videos, games and printable activities 

energysafekids.org/electric
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Michigan Makes Michigan Makes 

William Diamond
Fire Marshall, Hamtramck, MI

“I had the pleasure of a�ending two of the presentations. Both 

presentations were remarkable and perfect for the age groups 

(3rd and 4th grade). The presenters did an excellent job keeping 

the kids involved, having fun and ge�ing them to learn about 

electrical and �re safety. I highly recommend this program.”

NEF Joined Force
s

with a Michigan utility to bring electrical  

safety education to communities.

In collaboration with a utility 
partner, NEF developed curriculum 
and designed a customized 
website and materials.

NEF takes care of teacher & 
school recruitment, presentation 
scheduling, materials distribution 
and data collection & reporting.



Spring 2019

Michigan Makes Way for Energy Safe KidsMichigan Makes Way for Energy Safe Kids
Phyllis Sollars
Utility Program Manager
“Our main priority is safety. We wanted to create a presentation to go 

out into schools. To teach the safety of down wires, of how to be safe 

around electricity. It’s been great. I was able to witness one of the 

presentations. The kids are very engaged. The teachers are very happy.”

$25,000
In classroom  

educational grants

Safety 
Survey

316

1,540

42,000
Students in  

Michigan

School to  

Home

Backpacks for  
students

TM
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InterNEF provides insights from the energy industry, 
education community and the National Energy Foundation. 
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Starting Young Boosts Electrical Safety 
Ursula Schryver, VP, Education and Customer Programs, American Public Power Association 
Member of NEF Board of Directors

“Safety First” has always been a key 

mo�o for public power utilities. Safety 

begins at home as these utilities 

invest heavily in training workers 

and maintaining equipment to high 

standards. The focus on safety 

extends to the community and many 

public power utilities have developed 

innovative programs to encourage 

children and adults alike to stay safe 

around electricity. School programs 

have long been a staple for safety 

education.

“We particularly feel passionate about 

educating children about electrical safety 

at a young age. This helps create a safer 

community,” says Davene Ivey, energy 

services coordinator at Bay City Electric 

Light and Power in Michigan (BCELP).

In 2016, BCELP incorporated electrical 

safety into its school education 

programs and at community events, 

BCELP’s line division sets up an arc 

demonstrator that features an 

exploding hotdog to discuss how to avoid 

contact with energized lines. Meanwhile, 

Edmond Electric in Oklahoma has been 

o�ering a safety presentation to fourth 

and �fth graders for ten years. In Florida, 

Kissimee Utility Authority has been 

running an electrical safety calendar 

contest for 25 years. 

Over the past �ve to seven years, there 

has been a marked increase in electrical 

safety messaging delivered via social 

media channels. Initiatives like National 

Electrical Safety Month, which is in May, 

help spread the word.

Utilities across the country have 

embraced the idea that electrical safety 

education has to start at a young age. 

Electricity is constantly �owing around 

us, powering almost all aspects of our 

lives, but we must not let its ubiquity lull  

users—especially children—into 

discounting its potential danger. Public 

power has found success in working 

with schools to deliver key messages in 

entertaining ways.


